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Tracing Places
Introduction – Quick Quiz 
Listen to the questions and write down your answers:
	 
	Question
	My answer
	Right answer

	1
	What were the first tools made by humans in the British Isles made of?
(Stone / metal / plastic)
	 
	 

	2
	When did people anywhere in the British Isles first start to live in permanent settlements? (Palaeolithic 500,000 years ago / Neolithic 5,000 years ago / Roman 2,000 years ago)
	 
	 

	3
	When did people in the British Isles first start making pottery (Neolithic 5,000 years ago / Roman 2,000 years ago / medieval 1,000 years ago)
	 
	 

	4
	When did towns first appear in the British Isles (after the Roman Conquest AD 43 / after the Norman Conquest AD 1066 / after the first factories were built in the 1760s)
	 
	 

	5
	What happened to most towns in Britain after the end of the Roman period in AD 410 (they grew / they shrank / they were abandoned)
	 
	 

	6
	When were most of today’s towns and villages founded? (in the Anglo-Saxon period between AD 850-1050 / in the Tudor period  AD 1485-1603 / after World War Two 1945-75)
	 
	 

	7
	Which historic pandemic had the worst impact on settlements in the British Isles? (The Black Death 1348-9 / the Great Plague 1665 / Spanish Influenza 1918-19)
	 
	 

	8
	Which historic period saw the biggest growth in the size of Britain’s cities and towns (the high medieval period 1066-1300 / the Industrial Revolution 1760-1850 / the post World War Two period 1945-75)
	 
	 


 
School Playing Field Dig
What do the finds from each layer suggest was happening in the past?
	Layer 1
	 





	Layer 2
	 





	Layer 3
	 
No finds!




	Layer 4
	



 

	Layer 5
	



 

	Why do you think there were no finds in layer 3?







	What evidence might have been found if the excavation had gone deeper below layer 5?








 


Case Study 1- Tracing People in Pirton
For each period, colour in the squares which you think produced pottery for each different date. Think about the resources people wanted, whether avoided earlier failed settlements, whether the population was bigger of smaller than before.
(hint: for Roman 20 colour squares; for early Anglo-Saxon 1 square; late Anglo-Saxon 30; high medieval 80; late medieval 30; post-medieval 65; Victorian 100)
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Case Study 2 – The impact of the Black Death on settlements in England
Which settlements grew largest in the centuries before the Black Death? At this time access to good arable land and a major river helped support large populations earning a living through agriculture and/or trade. Choose 10. After you have seen the results, circle all the large ones. What might have been the down sides of living in the largest settlements?
[image: ]Before Black Death
Which settlements were worst affected by the Black Death, which reduced the number of people available for the labour-intensive work of cultivating fields? Choose 10. After you have seen the results, circle all the small ones. What factors do you think affected whether a settlement did well or badly after the Black Death?
[image: ]After Black Death
Final Thoughts
	If you found a piece of pottery in the place you live in or go to school in, how could you work out how significant it was? What would you need to know about it to do this? 
How can archaeological evidence help reconstruct how settlements developed over time when there is no written evidence? What would you like to know about the long-term development of the settlement you live in?  
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